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CORE MESSAGES — BACK -TO-SCHOOL 2006

At the core of any effective outreach strategy is the use of clear, consistent, persuasive and credible messages to reach your target audience. The messages listed below have been tested through focus groups and chosen to be the most effective in reaching uninsured families about the availability of low-cost and free health coverage. These message points can be used separately or linked together depending on your medium and your target audience (eligible families vs. others such as policymakers and opinion leaders). 

Tailor these messages to include your programs’ names and state hotline numbers as well as program benefits in your state.  In addition, new state data to insert will be available on August 9 at www.coveringkidsandfamiles.org.

For more information about developing effective messages, check out the Covering Kids & Families Message Strategy Toolkit online at http://coveringkidsandfamilies.org/actioncenter/files/MessageStrategyComplete.pdf.
Uninsured Children

· Nearly 8.3 million children in America are uninsured. That is equal to the total number of American children enrolled in first and second grades combined. (SOURCE: National Center for Education Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics 2005.) 
(    Two-thirds (66.2 percent) of all uninsured children come from families in which a parent or guardian works full time. (SOURCE: Employee Benefit Research Institute Estimates from the March Current Population Survey, 2005 Supplement.)
· More than half of all uninsured kids are Hispanic or African American. (39.5 percent of uninsured children are White, 36.5 percent are Hispanic and 17.1 percent are African American.) (Employee Benefit Research Institute Estimates from the March Current Population Survey, 2005 Supplement.)
· More than 7 out of 10 uninsured kids are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage through Medicaid or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). (SOURCE: Urban Institute analysis of Current Population Survey 2004.) 
Eligibility
· You work hard to take care of your kids. Now there’s help: Call 1(877) KIDS-NOW to see if your uninsured children are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage.

· Children who have health care coverage are better prepared to learn in school and better equipped to succeed in life. As you get ready for the new school year, put calling 1(877) KIDS-NOW at the top of your back-to-school checklist. Find out if your uninsured kids are eligible for low-cost or free health coverage.
· More than 8 million children in America are uninsured, and most of them are eligible for Medicaid or SCHIP. Children in families of four earning up to $40,000 a year or more may qualify for low-cost or free health coverage
· Working parents may not realize their children are eligible for Medicaid or SCHIP, believing they earn too much for their children to qualify. 

· Call toll-free 1(877) KIDS-NOW to find out if your uninsured children are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage. [OPTIONAL ADDITION: …through Medicaid or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).]
· You can help by making sure that parents of uninsured kids know that they can call 1(877) KIDS-NOW to find out if their kids are eligible for Medicaid or SCHIP.
Consequences of Being Uninsured

· Uninsured children are 10 times more likely than insured children to miss out on needed medical care. (SOURCE: SHADAC Analysis of the U.S. Center for Disease Control’s National Center for Health Statistics, 2003 National Survey of Children’s Health.)
· Nearly half (48%) of all uninsured children have not had a check-up in the past year. (SOURCE: Urban Institute’s analysis of The Center for Disease Control’s 2002 National Health Interview Survey, August 2004.)

· Uninsured children are less likely to receive medical care for childhood illnesses such as sore throats, earaches and asthma. (SOURCE: American College of Physicians – American Society of Internal Medicine (2000). “No Health Insurance? It’s Enough to Make You Sick!”) 
The Value of Medicaid and SCHIP

· The number of uninsured children in America has decreased by nearly 2 million since 1998, largely due to coverage provided by Medicaid and SCHIP programs. (SOURCE: Urban Institute’s analysis of The Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s 1998-2003 National Health Interview Survey.)
· Once covered under Medicaid and SCHIP kids have access to benefits such as routine check ups, hearing and vision screenings, prescription medicines and hospitalization.
· By providing low-cost or free health care coverage to families who qualify, Medicaid and SCHIP provide a lifeline for parents working hard to make ends meet.  

· Through these valuable programs, parents are no longer forced to choose between filling the refrigerator and filling a prescription. 
Covering Kids & Families

· A national initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Covering Kids & Families is the nation's largest single effort to find and enroll eligible children and adults in Medicaid and SCHIP.  

· The Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign is a nationwide effort to reach millions of families during the back-to-school season by organizing thousands of enrollment activities, working with national organizations, corporations, and state and local coalitions, and promoting the 1(877) KIDS-NOW toll-free number through events, promotional materials and paid and public service advertising.  

· Please visit www.coveringkidsandfamilies.org for information about how to get involved.

State-Specific Data

· In [state], there are [XX] uninsured children. Nationally, more than 7 out of 10 uninsured kids are likely eligible for Medicaid or SCHIP coverage. (SOURCE: Urban Institute analysis of Current Population Survey 2004.) 
· To find out more about [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM NAME], call toll-free [STATE NUMBER] or 1(877) KIDS-NOW.

· [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM NAME] is designed to provide medical coverage similar to private health insurance programs. Children enrolled in [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM NAME] will receive coverage for [LIST BENEFITS AVAILABLE IN STATE, such as regular check-ups, prescriptions, hospital visits, and vision care].
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