Fact Sheet

The Need for AI/AN Outreach

According to the U.S. Census, nearly a quarter (23%) of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) children are uninsured, compared to 11.2 percent for all uninsured children in the United States.
  Among the general AI/AN population, the uninsured rate is 29 percent, 13.5 percent higher than the U.S. all races uninsured rate.
 AI/AN people also have higher mortality rates than whites at each stage of the life span and their population is disproportionately younger because of this. Some chronic conditions are also particularly high among AI/ANs and their poor health indicators are related, in part, to their high poverty rates. Limited access to health care is also a contributing factor. 
 

Health Status Indicators

AI/AN children are more likely to be uninsured than Blacks, Asian or Pacific Islanders and non-Hispanic White children. They are also more likely than any other race to have public health care coverage (39.9%) such as Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP)
. Less than half (49%) of AI/AN people have job-based or other private health care coverage, compared to 83 percent of whites. 

	Race
	Rate of Uninsured Children Under Age 18 


	All Children Under Age 18
	11.2%

	American Indian and/or 

Alaska Native
	23.8%


	Hispanic origin (any race)
	21.1%

	Black/African-American
	13.0%

	Asian/Pacific Islander
	9.4%

	White non-Hispanic
	7.6%


According to the National Center for Health Statistics, 13 percent of AI/ANs are in fair or poor health and approximately 17 percent have an activity limitation due to one or more chronic health condition.
 They are also more likely to go without a medical (26%) or dental (36%) visit for one year and are more likely to be dissatisfied with their care (16%). Additionally, 26 percent of AI/ANs also said they had poor provider communication. 

Mortality Rate Comparison

American Indians and Alaska Natives have a life expectancy that is nearly four years shorter than the U.S. all races population (72.9 years to 76.5 years, respectively; 1996-98 rates), and  AI/AN infants die at a rate of 8.8 per every 1,000 live births, as compared to 6.9 per 1,000 for the U.S. all races population (1999-2001 rates). AI/ANs also die at higher rates than the U.S. all races population from alcoholism, tuberculosis, motor vehicle crashes, diabetes, unintentional injuries, homicide, and suicide (rates adjusted for misreporting of Indian race on state death certificates; 1999-2001 rates.) 

	Cause of Death
	AI/AN Rate compared to U.S. Rate


	Alcoholism
	517% greater

	Tuberculosis
	533% greater

	Motor Vehicle Crashes
	203% greater

	Diabetes
	210% greater

	Unintentional Injuries
	150% greater

	Suicide
	60% greater

	Homicide
	87% greater


Distinct Population Characteristic Differences

The AI/AN population has several different characteristics from the U.S. all races population that affects the cost for providing similar health services enjoyed by most Americans.  In the 2000 U.S. Census, 4.1 million people (about 1.5% of the U.S. population) identified themselves as of American Indian or Alaska Native (AI/AN) ancestry.
 The AI/AN population is also younger than other U.S races because of higher mortality. Approximately one-third (33%) of the population is under 18 years of age.  Additionally, more than half (about 2.3 million) of AI/ANs live in urban areas.

	Characteristic
	AI/AN Population
	United States (all races)

	Population

	4.1 million
	281.4 million

	Percentage under 18 years

	33.9%
	25.7%

	Median age

	28.7 years
	35.3 years

	Median household income

	$30,599
	$41,994

	Percentage below federal poverty level

	24.3%
	12.4%


Note: These figures are current as of March 2006. This fact sheet will be updated accordingly as new statistics become available.
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