

You can play an active role in generating radio coverage of the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign. Even if your organization is not planning an outreach event, you can promote Medicaid and SCHIP in your state by pitching your Covering Kids & Families audio bite line to radio stations in your area.

Step-by-step guide to pitching an audio bite line:

1. Call area radio stations and ask to speak with the news director or local news reporter. (For tips on building a media list, see Developing Media Lists and Newsroom Contacts.)

2. Customize the following template pitch points for use in your city. 

a. Hello, my name is [XX] and I am with [ORGANIZATION]. Do you have a moment to talk about a story?

b. There are [# OF UNINSURED CHILDREN IN STATE] uninsured children in [STATE]. [MOST or # OF ELIGIBLE CHILDREN IN STATE] of these children are eligible for [LOW-COST OR FREE] health care coverage right now through a program called [MEDICAID PROGRAM/SCHIP].

c. Today is the kickoff of a nationwide effort aimed at reaching families of the [XX] million uninsured children throughout the nation. During the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign, organizations like ours will be planning events to inform parents about programs like [MEDICAID PROGRAM/SCHIP]. There will be activities throughout [STATE] and the country.

d. We have set up an audio bite phone line with recorded messages from [SPOKESPERSONS A, B, C] that you can reach at [(XXX) XXX-XXXX]. 

e. As families get ready to send their kids back to school, it’s important that they enroll their children for health care coverage through [MEDICAID PROGRAM/SCHIP]. Health care coverage helps keep children healthy, and healthy kids are better prepared to learn. [MEDICAID PROGRAM/SCHIP] covers [BENEFITS LIKE CHECKUPS, HOSPITALIZATION AND IMMUNIZATIONS].

f. Does this sound like a story you are interested in covering? Our audio bite line number is: [(XXX) XXX-XXXX].

g. Thank you for your help!

3. Follow up with newsroom contacts if they have additional questions about Covering Kids & Families or your organization’s efforts.

If the station is running a story, try to tape it! By tracking the media coverage of your Back-to-School Campaign, you can evaluate the effectiveness of your efforts.
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