
1. What is Covering Kids & Families?
In 2002, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (RWJF) launched Covering Kids & Families, a national initiative that offers grants to statewide organizations to increase the number of children and adults who benefit from federal and state health care coverage programs. Covering Kids & Families builds on the work of Covering Kids, another RWJF national program active from 1997 to 2003. Working with broad statewide and local coalitions, Covering Kids & Families facilitates efforts to: 1) conduct and coordinate outreach programs; 2) simplify enrollment and renewal processes; and 3) coordinate existing coverage programs.

2. What is the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign?
As parents prepare their children for the new school year, Covering Kids & Families is launching its [XX]th annual Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign to inform parents of the low-cost and free health care coverage that is available in all 50 states and the District of Columbia through Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Many working families with children who are eligible for these programs do not believe their kids qualify. However, these programs are designed to include working families. Although eligibility varies by state, here in [STATE], families earning up to [$XX,XXX] a year or more may qualify for low-cost or free children’s health care coverage. For more information, families can call 1(877) KIDS-NOW or [STATE TOLL-FREE NUMBER]. 

3. What do you hope to accomplish with this effort?
The goal of the Back-to-School Campaign is to reach the parents of the millions of children who are needlessly uninsured and get them to enroll their children in low-cost or free health care coverage programs. 
4. Why is it important that children have health care coverage?
Health care coverage helps keep children healthy, and healthy children are better prepared to learn. According to the Urban Institute’s analysis of the National Health Interview Survey, nearly half of all uninsured children (48%) have not had a well-child visit in the past year. Illnesses that are left untreated and result in missed days of school can lead to poor performance in the classroom. That’s why it is so important that we enroll the millions of children who are needlessly going without health insurance into available low-cost or free health care coverage programs. Parents can call 1(877) KIDS-NOW to find out if their children are eligible. 

5. Does the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign work?
Yes, without a doubt, it works. Data compiled by the State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC), located at the University of Minnesota, and the Urban Institute in Washington, D.C., and released at the 2005 Covering Kids & Families national launch event, suggest that Covering Kids & Families, its partners and others working on children’s health coverage enrollment have made strides. Since just prior to the launch of the first Covering Kids Back-to-School Campaign in 2000:

· Nearly 5 million additional children have been enrolled in Medicaid and SCHIP.

· The number of uninsured children has declined by nearly 2 million.

While we cannot take credit for all of this success, the Back-to-School Campaign is the single largest educational campaign on this issue, and we, along with our partners, have certainly contributed to this major advancement.

6. What is the most a family can earn in order to be eligible for these programs? 
Eligibility varies by state. Here in [STATE], a family of four can earn up to [$XX,XXX] a year or more. Since eligibility does vary by state and family size, it is important for all families to call 1(877) KIDS-NOW to learn if their children are in fact eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage. 
7. Are adults eligible for coverage through Medicaid or SCHIP?

In our state, adults earning [$XX,XXX] or more per year may be eligible for [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM]. Eligibility is based on several factors, including family size and income. 

8. If SCHIP began in 1997 and Medicaid has been with us for more than 35 years, why are there still millions of eligible children who are not enrolled in either program?
Over the past five years, we have made tremendous gains enrolling eligible children in Medicaid and SCHIP. Data compiled by the State Health Access Data Assistance Center (SHADAC), located at the University of Minnesota, and the Urban Institute in Washington, D.C., suggest that since the start of the Covering Kids Campaign:

· Nearly 5 million additional children have been enrolled in Medicaid and SCHIP.

· The number of uninsured children has declined by nearly 2 million.

We need to reach the parents of the millions of children who are eligible for these programs but may not be aware of their availability. 

9. What other ways is [STATE/CITY/COUNTY] educating the public about available health care coverage for families?

A sampling of [STATE/CITY/COUNTY] outreach activities includes:

· [XXX]

· [XXX]

However, we still have a lot of work to do to reach the parents of the [# OF UNINSURED CHILDREN IN STATE] uninsured children who could be eligible in our state. That’s why the Back-to-School Campaign is aimed at informing families that their children may qualify.

10. What role are corporations and business partners playing this year? 
This year, a number of businesses, such as Capital One and Major League Soccer, have joined the Covering Kids & Families effort to help reach families of eligible children by promoting the national 1(877) KIDS-NOW toll-free hotline and other information in their circulars, on their Web sites, and through enrollment and outreach activities. [INSERT INFORMATION ON LOCAL BUSINESS PARTICIPATION.]
11. What role does the stigma of being enrolled in a public health program play in the decision of parents of uninsured children not to sign up for Medicaid or SCHIP?
Research shows that stigma is not the primary deterrent to enrollment in Medicaid and SCHIP. The primary reason why most working parents do not enroll their children is that they do not realize their children are eligible. This is why we are launching the [XX]th annual Back-to-School Campaign.
12. Are children of immigrant families that meet the income requirements eligible?
All children who are citizens of the United States are eligible, even if their parents are immigrants and not citizens. All documented immigrant children who entered the country before August 22, 1996 may be eligible for Medicaid or SCHIP. For those children who entered the country after August 22, 1996, eligibility for health care coverage programs varies by state. 

13. Do you support any particular proposal on expanding health coverage to all of the uninsured?
Neither the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation nor Covering Kids & Families takes a specific policy position on how to solve the problem of the uninsured, and we never endorse legislation. However, we believe solving this problem needs to be the nation’s highest health priority. RWJF sponsors Cover the Uninsured Week each year to urge the nation to cover all uninsured Americans. 

14. By getting parents to enroll more children, aren’t you pushing up against tight state budgets, placing your outreach efforts at odds with the fiscal reality in some states?
Covering Kids & Families works within current state guidelines to get uninsured kids enrolled in Medicaid and SCHIP, and we work closely with state governments to coordinate our efforts. The fact is, there are millions of children who are needlessly going without health care coverage in the United States, but we can do something about it. Through the Back-to-School Campaign, an aggressive public education campaign, we can build on this progress and enroll every eligible child in Medicaid or SCHIP. 

15. Despite the economic turnaround, many states still have serious fiscal problems, with Medicaid being a major contributing factor. Won’t adding new children to Medicaid and SCHIP only make this problem more severe?
This poses a difficult challenge—how to balance the budget while maintaining Medicaid and SCHIP coverage. States need to make careful choices, but it is clear that Medicaid and SCHIP have made a tremendous difference in the lives of millions of America’s families by providing health care coverage to children who would otherwise be uninsured. 

16. I’ve heard that in some states, SCHIP enrollment has been capped. What does that mean? What is the Covering Kids & Families position on these caps? Do you have one here in [STATE]?
Covering Kids & Families does not take a specific position on legislative issues. It is important to note that regardless of the enrollment status of SCHIP, children can still enroll in Medicaid. Covering Kids & Families works closely with state governments to coordinate outreach efforts that are suitable for each state.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS


Confidential: Not for Distribution








