
Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program:

Help and Healing for the Sick

The religious community has long been a source of health support and care for people in need—from founding hospitals to praying for the sick to visiting the hospitalized and homebound to calling for just and compassionate change in the public arena. This care for and commitment to the health and well-being of people reaches across faith traditions.

[If desired, insert sentence about how your own place of worship has expressed its concern for people’s health and well-being, or a quote from one of your sacred texts that emphasizes the divine gift of life and health and the importance of caring for the sick and vulnerable.]

Now we have an exciting opportunity to help children without health care coverage!

Today, 8.4 million children in America do not have health care coverage. That is one out of every nine children. Most uninsured children live in working families. The tragedy is that millions of these devoted parents could get low-cost or free health care coverage for their children, but they may not know it—yet.

Parents of uninsured children know what it is like to feel that extra worry about their child getting sick or injured. They have made the agonizing choice between taking their sick child to a doctor they cannot afford or hoping and praying the child gets better on their own. They have struggled to pay for doctor bills out of pocket and have endured the endless wait in an emergency room when they had to get care for their child. It is hard to know which is worse, the weight of worry about a child’s health or the burden of medical bills that cannot be paid. But, there is…

Good News!

The good news is many uninsured children are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage through Medicaid or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). These programs pay for regular doctor visits, hospitalizations, vaccinations (shots), prescription medicine and more. While eligibility varies by state, on average, a family of four that earns up to $38,000 a year or more may be eligible.
Spread the Word to Parents: Sign Your Uninsured Children Up for Low-Cost or

Free Health Care Coverage!

How can you help?

· If your child is uninsured, call toll-free 1(877) KIDS-NOW today to find out about low-cost and free health care coverage.

·  If you know a family whose children do not have health insurance, share this information with them and encourage them to call 1(877) KIDS-NOW.

· Ask the school or child-care program your child attends, or other local schools, to send home information about Medicaid and SCHIP.

· Hang posters promoting 1(877) KIDS-NOW in locations throughout the community such as supermarkets, parks, and community and child-care centers.

· Log on to www.coveringkidsandfamilies.org to order free posters, fliers, bookmarks, stickers and fans.

Parents of uninsured children have nothing to lose and everything to gain from calling 1(877) KIDS-NOW to find out if their children are eligible.
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