
Dear [leader of congregation]:

I am writing to ask for [thank you for] your partnership in a vital effort called Covering Kids & Families, a national initiative sponsored by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation to connect uninsured children to low-cost and free health care coverage. 
[As you know,] the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign works to inform the parents of the 8.4 million uninsured children in the United States that their sons and daughters may be eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage through Medicaid or the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). Many parents may not realize that their uninsured children could be eligible for this coverage, particularly if one or both parents work. That is why the Back-to-School Campaign urges parents to put enrolling their children in Medicaid or SCHIP at the top of their back-to-school checklist.
During August and September, Covering Kids & Families and its partners will reach millions of families nationwide by generating media coverage, organizing thousands of community events, working with more than 180 national organizational partners and forming partnerships with more than a dozen corporations. Here in [STATE], we are [PUT IN INFORMATION ABOUT STATE EFFORTS] to get the word out to the parents of the [# OF UNINSURED KIDS] uninsured [STATE] kids. 

We hope that you will join this effort! The Christian community is an important partner in this initiative, given its unparalleled trust, moral authority, tradition of caring for people in body, mind and spirit, and presence in our community. We need your help encouraging families with uninsured kids to call toll-free [1(877) KIDS-NOW OR STATE HOTLINE] to find out if their children are eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage. 
Here is what your congregation can do to help more eligible families enroll in Medicaid and SCHIP:

· Publish the enclosed article in your newsletter. You can also post a copy on your bulletin boards for visitors and members to see. If you want to tailor the newsletter article, visit www.coveringkidsandfamilies.org/communications/materials/ for an electronic copy.
· Photocopy and distribute the enclosed church bulletin insert. In addition to distributing bulletins on a chosen Sunday, distribute extra copies wherever your church displays pamphlets, fliers and other useful information. If your church has a program or ministry that serves low-income families, such as a food pantry or Head Start program, please share this information with the program’s participants. If you want to tailor the church bulletin insert, visit www.coveringkidsandfamilies.org/communications/materials/ for an electronic copy.
· Make announcements to your congregation. During the customary announcement time, remind parents that low-cost and free health care coverage is available for uninsured children and provide the [1(877) KIDS-NOW OR STATE HOTLINE] toll-free number for them to call and find out if their kids are eligible. 

· Distribute free materials. Covering Kids & Families has free posters, fliers, bookmarks, stickers and fans. Order and distribute these materials at church events, Sunday school, community activities, and other places low- to moderate-income families might frequent. Fill out the enclosed order form or visit www.coveringkidsandfamilies.org/communications/materials/order/ to order online.
I look forward to speaking with you further about the Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign. I will follow up with your office this week to discuss ways you can help connect eligible, uninsured children with low-cost and free health care coverage. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please contact me at [PHONE NUMBER] or [E-MAIL].

Sincerely, 

[Name]
[Organization]
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