
Memorandum










TO:



FROM:

DATE:



RE:
[MEDIA OUTLET] and [Covering Kids & Families COALITION] Reaching [STATE/CITY]’s Families with Uninsured Kids

Did you know there are more than [# OF UNINSURED CHILDREN] uninsured children in [STATE/CITY]? These kids do not have access to annual checkups or eye exams; they are less likely to receive proper medical care for common childhood illnesses like sore throats, earaches and asthma; and they are often excluded from after-school activities and athletics.

Tragically, while [# OF ELIGIBLE CHILDREN/MOST OF THESE] kids are eligible for [LOW-COST OR FREE] health care coverage right now through [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM], many of their parents may not believe they qualify.

Covering Kids & Families [COALITION] is striving to change that. Our coalition is a part of Covering Kids & Families, a national initiative of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. We work to inform parents about affordable coverage available through Medicaid and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). From coast to coast, community coalitions like ours plan outreach and enrollment activities to connect eligible children with these programs. [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM] offers comprehensive health care coverage for [CITY/STATE]’s children, including doctor visits, prescriptions, immunizations and hospitalization.

Parents throughout [STATE/CITY] trust [MEDIA OUTLET] as a source for valuable [HEALTH NEWS/NEWS AND INFORMATION]. I am writing with the hope that [MEDIA OUTLET] will consider running public service announcements alerting families to the [LOW-COST AND FREE] coverage available through [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM]. 
Enclosed you will find [LIST TYPE OF PSAs ENCLOSED]. These PSAs include information specific to [STATE/CITY] families, including:

· [MEDICAID/SCHIP PROGRAM] benefits

· Income eligibility levels for [STATE] families

· A toll-free hotline that [STATE/CITY] parents can call for more information

These days, parents have enough worries about raising their kids. They wonder: If my uninsured child gets sick or injured, will I be able to afford needed medical care? Without insurance, can I pay for prescriptions … or must I delay the purchase? 
Covering Kids & Families research shows that there are real consequences for parents with uninsured children. I would like the opportunity to discuss these consequences and how [MEDIA OUTLET] can get involved in outreach activities throughout [STATE/CITY]. Enclosed you will find additional information about our efforts. I will follow up with you in the next few days. In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at [PHONE] or via e-mail at [E-MAIL ADDRESS]. 



















PITCH MEMO 


(Not for use with Radio Reader Scripts or Community Calendar Listings)





COMMUNITY (Not for use with Radio Reader Scripts or Community Calendar Listings)


CALENDAR/CLASSIFIEDS COVER LETTER AND LISTING


(Choose the appropriate listing for your activities)











