
· We are here today to step up efforts to get eligible children enrolled in [MEDICAID/SCHIP program]. As part of a comprehensive, nationally coordinated campaign of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, we are launching our effort here in [STATE].

· Our local campaign is part of the annual Covering Kids & Families Back-to-School Campaign, a nationwide effort to get kids the health care coverage they need. As families get their children ready for a successful school year, we want them to put enrolling in a children’s health care coverage program at the top of their back-to-school checklist. 

· Why are we doing this? Because when a child is healthy, there are fewer obstacles to success in school and greater promise for a bright future. With health care coverage, children have a better opportunity for academic and personal success. 

· On the flip side, children without health care coverage are less likely to receive proper medical care for common childhood illnesses like sore throats, earaches and asthma. 

· What these data tell us is what low-income working parents across this nation already know—that not having health insurance is bad for our nation’s children. Without insurance, too many children are missing the regular checkups and preventive care that will prepare them to do their best in school. In the richest nation in the world, no child should be without the care they need…no child should be without health care coverage.
· Unfortunately, millions of children are suffering every day. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 8 million children in America are uninsured. Here in [STATE], [# OF UNINSURED CHILDREN IN STATE] children are uninsured. 

· [MANY/MOST/# OF ELIGIBLE CHILDREN IN STATE] of these children are in fact eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage, either through Medicaid or SCHIP…and they are eligible RIGHT NOW. Unfortunately, their parents have not been made aware of this opportunity to get health care coverage for their children. 
· In a country as compassionate as ours, every child that is eligible for health care coverage through Medicaid or SCHIP should be enrolled. And that’s just what the Back-to-School Campaign is all about. During August and September, in [STATE] we are [inSERT description of local work]. All of these activities have one goal: to spread the word and let families know that their kids may in fact be eligible for low-cost or free health care coverage. 
· Parents, if your child does not have health insurance, there may be an answer. If your family earns up to [$XX,XXX] a year or more, your child may qualify for low-cost or free health care coverage available through Medicaid or SCHIP. Please call 1(877) KIDS-NOW or [STATE TOLL-FREE HOTLINE NUMBER] to learn more. 
· Making sure our children get health care coverage is not just an investment in their future, it’s an investment in our nation for generations to come. This year, we want every child to return to school with the health care coverage they need. 
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