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Hispanic Children Disproportionately Lack Health Coverage

3 million Hispanic children in the United States are without any health
coverage.’

* Twenty-one percent of Hispanic children are uninsured, compared to 13.4
percent of African-American children and 7.5 percent of white children.

e 36.5 percent of all uninsured children in America are Hispanic.”

The State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) is helping by covering more

African-American children but there is more to be done

e Since SCHIP began in 1997, the percentage of Hispanic children without
health insurance has dropped almost 27 percent (26.7%)."

e Experts say more than 7 in 10 uninsured Hispanic children are eligible for
coverage through Medicaid or SCHIP, but are not enrolled."

Uninsured Hispanic Children Are Not Getting Medical Care
* Less than half (41%) of Hispanic families with uninsured children report that their

kids have someone they think of as his/her personal doctor or nurse, compared
with threefourths (74.7%) of Hispanic families with insured children.”

Additional Facts about Hispanic Families and Health Care Coverage

* In 2004, 28.6 percent of Hispanic families with children under age 18 lived
below the federal poverty level.”

* The vast majority of low-income Hispanic parents with uninsured children who
have heard of Medicaid and/or SCHIP say they would enroll their children if
they knew they were eligible.""

* Hispanics are the largest minority group in the United States according to the
Census Bureau. In July 2004, the U.S. Hispanic population was 41 million,
compared to 37 million African Americans. Hispanics make up 14% of the U.S.
population, while African Americans make up 12.2%.*

® The proportion of Hispanics in America is expected to double in the next 50
years.”
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